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Judsonia pastor coordinates national sunami relief aid
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John Kachelman, pastor of Judsonia Church of Chirist, is coordinating relief efforts for victims of
the tsunami that devastated South Asia Dec. 26,

By John Worthen
PRCMOTICNS STAFE WRIER
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has been with the Judsonia
Church of Chrst for three
years. “We have at least two
teams that we have helped co-
ordinate who are going to Sri
Lanka. Those teams take med-
wine, and we help put those
things together for them if we
are needed”

A loeal connection with a
family in India hasz allowed
the Judsonia Church of Christ
to gain cloger access to tsuna-
mi wvictims. Through Stanley
Daniel, a native of India and
member  of  the Judsonia
Church of Christ, and his
brother, Sebastian, who lives
lese than 10 miles from one of
the hardest hit areas along In-
dia’s coastlne, the church has
an active supply line to those
in need.

“The day the tsunami
struck, [Sebastian] tock his
own money  and deliversd
bread to those i need”
Kachelman said. “He now
gives ug reports lon how peo-
ple are doing] and we send
him money.

For the past eight months,
Kachelman and his congrega-
tion  have been utilizing a
Searcy warehouse Lo atore
medical equipment and other
supplies that will eventually
be sent not only te tsunami
victims but to poor areas of
Furope as well. The ware-
house’s owner 15 allowing the
church to store items at no
charge — the building features

quickly, he said. “You stll have
folks 1n great need,” Kachel-
man saud. “It's an indefinite
timeline as [ar as our involve-
ment goes. |Throughl our el-
fortz here, we will always be
focused on  helping others”
More mformation 1s available
by calling Kachelman at (501}

Judsonia pastor coordinates national sunami reliel aid

T26-3004 or by logging on to
www.usaid.gov.
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John Kachelman 15 no
stranger to helping those in
need. The Judsonia Church of
Christ pastor has coordinated
numerons food and aid mis-
sions to impoverished areas of
Europe for more than five
years. Last year alone, he aver-
saw the shipment of nine car-
zo containers to the Ukramne.
S0 when the United States
government asked for his help
following  the  devastating

.t.:mnnmi that hit South Asia

Dec. 26,1t came as no surprize
to those who know him

“Our distribution [to Kast-
ern Europe| went really well
and [everything was| distrib-
uted well; the people involved
in [tsunami] aul saw that we
were able to energize and mo-
bilize a large group and get
the job done,” said Kachelman.
“That's what threw our name
into the pot and we got things
zoing.”

At first, Kachelman and
his congregation weren't plan-
ning to accept cash denations
for tsunami victims, but when
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people starting giving them
money, they had no choice but
to take it, he said. The money
12 being used primarily for
victims in India and S Lan-
ka, a small 1zland republic
south of India. Kachelman,
through the government'’s US-
AID program, 12 coordinating
teunami relief efforts by mak-
ing sure that money and sup-
plies reach their destinations
unscathed.

“We are using some [unds
to send to Sri Lanka to help
with medical efforts that are
ongoing,” said Kachelman, whe

elght truck bays, where trail-
ers can easily access, load and
unload items.

Kachelman said that there
18 currently an urgent need [or
medical care in all areas al-
fected by the tsunami. [ha-
eazes and famine could easily
allow the death toll to rise
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